giving & kindness

8 kinds of kindness

Original Author: Maimonides
Source: Mishnah Torah, Laws of Charity 10:7-14

Eight are the levels of giving. Here they are built up, level by level, each level of giving adding light to the level before, ultimately reaching the crescendo when giving become living.
8. The under-righter
The Under-Righter laughs all the way to the bank. The Under-Righter stops laughing once he leaves the bank and is asked for a handout. He gives, sure, but he gives with less grin, more chagrin. The Under-Righter finds it difficult to give; giving gives him grievance. Still, The Under-Righter gives nonetheless.

This is why he is known as The Under-Righter: He rights the world – he really does – it’s just that his righting is a bit under, underwhelming, under… 

The Under-Righter frowns as he gives – even as he brings a smile to another’s face.

7. The Supporter,
The amount may not amount to much, but the demeanor does. The Supporter gives little, but with much warmth. The Supporter may not dish out heavy money, but he dishes out heavy support. The Supporter always gives with a smile, a kind word, and with a glad heart.

The Supporter gives hope, optimism, and joy – even if the check he writes provides less support than a unicycle.

6. The Reactor
When he is asked, he answers. But The Reactor does have to be asked.

The Reactor is reactive, not proactive. The needy must reach out to him; he will not reach out to the needy. When the needy do reach out, The Reactor gives readily and happily.

And, as with a nuclear power plant, The Reactor’s output energizes the world.

5. The Provider

The Provider is proactive in his giving. The Provider does not wait for the less-fortunate to come to him; The Provider seeks out people in need, walks up to them with confidence and aplomb, and provides what they need.

The Provider answers even before the question is asked.

4. the transmitter

The Transmitter knows that accepting any type of charitable help may be humiliating for the receiver. Thus, The Transmitter transmits without knowing who may pick up the signal. The Transmitter simply gives – and whomever wishes may come and take, without filling out forms or even saying ‘thank you’.

The receivers know The Transmitter and his trans-missions, but The Transmitter does not know the receivers. The Transmitter allows people in need to receive the transmission while maintaining their anonymity. The Transmitter, then, gives people much more than money; he gives them dignity. 

3. The Ghost Righter
No one knows he’s there. All they know is that at the end of the week there is enough money to feed the children. He is like a superhero, a mysterious masked vigilante of giving and kindness. They call him the Ghost Righter, because he (or she, we don’t really know) rights the world without ever being acknowledged.

The Ghost Righter knows those to whom he gives; but those that receive do not know The Ghost Righter.

The Ghost Righter has never been honored at a dinner, or received a plaque from a non-profit, or had a hospital named after him.

At least that’s what we think: we cannot know for certain, because we just don’t know who he/she/it is.

2. The Automated Teller Machine (atm)  
The ATM is completely incognito. Someone or something deposits money in one end and someone else, when in need, comes and takes out of the other end. The depositor does not know the withdrawer, and the withdrawer does not know the depositor.

This is pure giving, without motive or motif.

The ATM is the Atom without vowels (AToM). The Atom is a measure of pure energy. So is the ATM – pure giving energy that has no preference to whom it gives and has no prejudice to who might partake of its energy.

No wonder the first human being was called Atom – an ATM to the world.

1. The Partner

This isn’t giving someone money; this is giving someone life. The first seven forms of giving are top heavy – I give to you, you receive from me. This eight and ultimate level of giving, seeks to establish a complete partnership. The Partner invests in his fellow, opens a business with him, or gives him a job.

The Partner takes the dependent and makes him independent. The Partner does not merely give the parched a drink; The Partner teaches the parched how to find water. The Partner does not hand a Benjamin to a man in a wheelchair; The Partner puts the man on in the wheelchair on his shoulders until he can walk again.

This is so optimal precisely because the beneficiary himself ultimately becomes the benefactor for someone else. In other words, The Partner creates more Partners who create more Partners who create more Partners.

Multiplied by infinity. This is more than paying it forward. This is partnering it forward.

Punch Lines

1. dive into whichever way you give.

2. give upward, perhaps beginning as The Under-Righter, ultimately becoming The Partner.

3. live is the result of all this giving and kindness; partnering it forward.

