giving
 & kindness

fwd: a message

forward thinking

six words that will change your life

The six words were written in shimmering ink on soft parchment by an aged hand clutching a quivering quill.

The soft parchment was then placed into an envelope.

The envelope containing the soft parchment was dropped anonymously into a mailbox standing sentinel by the driveway of a house whose front yard was strewn with colorful toys.

When the mother came home from work that evening, she collected the mail and, habitually, opened the letter in an unconscious act she had performed countless times before. When she read the six words, her lips turned upward in an instinctive soft smile. The glint from the soft smile flashed and caught on the soft parchment of the six-word letter.

The next morning, after dropping her kids off at school, the mother dropped the letter into the guitar case of a street musician whose music was a lot better than his hygiene or his business plan.

As the musician reached into his cup and read the six words punctuated by the hint of a soft smile, a single soft tear rolled down his check and dropped onto the letter, right next to the mother’s soft smile.

At the end of the day, the musician packed up his guitar and stopped in the local library to drink from the water fountain. The musician placed the letter in the library’s book return box.

The librarian, sorting through all of the book returns, saw a soft piece of parchment. Thinking it may have been a renegade page from a fragile classic, she gently turned it over to see what it said. When the librarian read the six words, accentuated by a soft smile and a single soft tear, she let out a barely audible soft, “Oh.”

Before going home for the night, the librarian pressed the letter between the pages of a beginners guide titled, How To Write Memorable Poetry.
A teenager, who was secretly in love with a girl in his anatomy class, entered the library soon after it reopened the following day at around 9:26 AM.

The teenager was trying to compose a poem to tell the girl he secretly loved how he felt about her. He came across a book called, How To Write Memorable Poetry, checked it out of the library, and sat down on a nearby park bench to read.

When he opened the book, a letter on soft parchment fluttered softly to the ground. The teenager reached down to pick up the letter. When he read the six words, surrounded by a soft smile, a single soft tear, and a whispered soft “Oh,” the teenager took out his phone – and tweeted the six words he had just read (though he had difficulty conveying the soft smile, single soft tear, and soft “Oh” on Twitter).

A girl in the teenager’s anatomy class, who was secretly in love with him, opened her Twitter feed, and read these six words. She smiled softly, let a single soft tear, and whispered a soft “Oh.”

The original six words, written in a timeless hand and in an eternal language, went as follows:

“Birth is God saying you matter.”

Pay it forward. Please.

Punch Lines

1. Pay this message to someone this week. And someone next week, and every week thereafter. You never know where it might end up.

2. It might just change a person’s life. It certainly will change yours.

3. Forward progress = forward thinking = forward movement = forward march. The opposite is just completely backward.

�Hi, Mendel. Although this essay is readable and well-crafted, it does not really serve to illustrate the value of paying it forward because it is fiction. To drive your point home, you need a true story. There isn’t enough behind this story to make it believable. Could you rewrite this as a true story? Perhaps you can find a story like this somewhere in history? The other issue is that passing on a message isn’t as powerful as passing on money or other material things. I’d like to see this be about actually giving money or material things, which are much harder to give than a message. If you would use your great story-telling skills to tell the true story of someone really paying it forward, you would produce a very compelling story.





