How Would Your Life be Different Without Sinai?
Making Shavuot Exciting, Personal and Relevant
3326 years ago an event took place that changed our lives forever. It’s impact is relevant today more than ever. Discover how.
The Torah was not just given to us by G-d as a gift. It was given to us as a tool to transform the world. G-d gave mankind the gift of the Torah — a blueprint to enable man to spiritualize the physical world. At Mount Sinai, G-d initiated a reciprocal relationship, a partnership with mankind. Shavuot is thus considered a marriage between God and the people, between heaven and earth. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]This Shavuot, as you learn through the night, The Meaningful Life Center, in its inimitable way, offers you ways to peer into your own psyche through the lens of insights into Shavuot and the gift of the Torah. Learn to look at yourself in a new way and tools you can use to transform your life and relationships. We encourage you to personalize your transition from refining your inner attributes through counting the omer to receiving the Torah. The power to transform the world is in your hands and inside of you. You are there. These articles on Shavuot by Rabbi Jacobson and the Meaningful Life Center team are available 24-7 to help you to personally unlock your special potential and purpose.Please feel free to print out these and any other essays on MeaningfulLife.com to bring to your Shavuot learning sessions and festive meals. Provocative and personal messages that will intrigue your children and captivate your guests or hosts. 

The Wilderness and the Torah: 
Why was it necessary for the Jewish people to wander 40 years before entering the Promised Land? Was 210 years of hard labor in Egypt not enough suffering? Why liberate them from Egypt only to put them through another 40 oppressive years?! The purpose of life on Earth in not for the tzaddik (righteous person), who does not have an evil inclination and therefore does not face the true struggles of life. The purpose of creation is the average man (the ‘benoni’) who faces a constant struggle between good and evil.
How Far Are We From Sinai?: At The single most important event in history took place at Mount Sinai. Sinai set in motion a series of events that would change the world forever, and continues to impact our lives today. At Sinai the human race received a Divine blueprint how to live our lives but . This great gift was given for all of mankind, however at the time the nations of the world rejected it. As our sages tell us that the children of Esau and the children of Ishmael both were offered the Torah and they rejected it after seeing that they could not live up to its laws. What was it at Sinai that theWhy did the children of Esau and Ishmaelother nations reject the Torahed, and what is its the timeless message  today that they need to embrace?
Weeks: Cosmic and Man Made: The festival of Shavuot is unique in that the Torah sets its date not as a certain day of a specific month, but by instructing us to count forty nine days from Passover and designate the 50th day as Shavuot. This seven week count is known as the “counting of the omer” as the Torah prescribes that it begin on the second day of Passover, the day in which an omer of barley was offered at the Holy Temple in Jerusalem. Discover the significance of this count.
Esau, Ishmael and Sinai: The nations of the world must and will embrace their legacy — to integrate G-d into their lives, teach G-d’s laws to their children and infuse spirituality into all systems. Jews must fulfill their calling of being a "light unto nations," bringing Sinai and its teachings to all.
The Cosmic Marriage: Shavuot, the Marriage Day, inspires us to view marriage not just as a union between two people, but as the marriage between heaven and earth, between God and man.. Discover what the cosmic marriage of Shavuot can teach us about our own When we harness the mystical power of love and marriage. , recognizing that it is a manifestation of the divine union, our marriages will become a microcosm of a cosmic marriage. The unity this manifests will penetrate through the physical and spiritual dimensions shining a light for eternity.


We wish you an uplifting and joyous Shavuot.
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