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engraved & written:
lessons from apple’s keynote EVENT
ABSTRACT

Everything is digital. Everything is technology. Apple just announced its new digital watch. Soon watches will produce apples. Welcome to the future.

Everything is digital – except the Torah. The scroll remains handwritten in ink on parchment, by an expert scribe. And has been so for more than 3,000 years. Why has the Torah never been updated? Will we never read the parsha on Shabbat from an “e-scroll?” Why not?

The Ark of the Covenant contained the engraved tablets of the Ten Commandments and a written Torah scroll. The reason digitalization and technological advancements will never replace the engraved tablets and handwritten scrolls, is hidden in the profound difference between ingrained truths and handwritten letters. And between handwritten letters and digital signatures.

You see, the Torah is not something that can crash, that has to be plugged in, or that is updatable – there is no Torah 1, Torah 2, Torah 3.0, Torah 4S, Torah 6 Plus. Those are only for things outside of who we are.

The Torah is who we are; it is engraved on our souls by the Master Engraver Himself.

And it is our job to transfer by hand these engraved words onto the parchments of the world.

No virtual mechanism or technological advancement could ever do that.

And please forgive the pun, but only we can do what is write – it is engrave matter. 

ENGRAVED & WRITTEN:
LESSONS FROM APPLE’S KEYNOTE EVENT
1. Digital Reality (Joke)

Twenty years ago we had Johnny Cash, Bob Hope and Steve Jobs. Now we have no Cash, no Hope and no Jobs. 
And while we are on the subject of Jobs…
2. Apple Event
Last week, on September 9th, Apple Inc. held its keynote event at the same theater where Steve Jobs first introduced the original Macintosh computer in 1984.

From 1984 to 2014 – thirty years of technology. And what a difference thirty years makes.

This time, Apple and Jobs’ successor, Tim Cook, introduced the iPhone 6, the iPhone 6 Plus, a digital payment platform called “Apple Pay,” and the Apple Watch.

A few days after Apple’s unveiling, I had an interesting conversation with a member of our community. We were discussing technology in general, especially Apple’s contribution to the world, its influence on how we live, and how crazily successful it has been. Discussing Apple’s Watch, and how technology is now literally becoming wearable, got us talking about the ubiquity of digital technology.  
Literally, everywhere you go and everything you do is influenced by (if not controlled by) technology. You walk into a supermarket, automatic doors split open like a miracle. When waiting patiently on line to checkout, you get online to read your e-mail. The clerk then scans the bar-codes on your gluten-free cereal and, magically, the price pops up. To pay for the purchase, you simply slide a plastic card through slot, and … voila, a receipt is printed out and e-mailed to you.

And this is only if you go to the store. If you’d like, you never have to leave your house; you can simply sit on your couch and order all that stuff with a few clicks of your keyboard, taps on your Smartphone, or touches of your tablet.

Of course, the conversation got to Torah. As time moves on, the world becomes more and more digital and technologically dependent. Just look at what happened between 1984 till 2014 – from a simple Macintosh that could write a few letters, to a watch that can measure you pulse and send messages. So how about the Torah? Will the Torah progress as well? 
For 3,300 years the Torah has remained the same – will it start changing finally? Will the Torah scroll ever become digital? 
Of course, Torah already is digital; there are a thousand websites that have the Torah text. But will the Torah scroll, the one we just read, ever become a digital, e-type technology object – some sort of “e-scroll’ – or will we always have this archaic, handwritten, ink-on-parchment sefer?

3. Old Fashioned Shabbat

And what about Shabbat? On Shabbat, we do not mess around with electricity, so we make do with old-fashioned books. Will that always be so? Will we never evolve into e-books on the day of rest? Wouldn’t it more restful to have all the holy books on one e-reader than to pull these cumbersome (and expensive) titles from space-inefficient shelves? And how will we maintain the Shabbat in the not-so-distant-future, when surely our entire lives will be controlled by technology? Today it’s a watch, tomorrow a shirt, and the next day a yarmulke – how can one observe the Shabbat in such an environment?

Of course, the good rabbi that I am, I opined that the Torah must always be handwritten and it will always remain thus; and that electricity on Shabbat is a definite no-no – a thousand years from now won’t make any difference.
Still, the question that remained was: “Why?” 
The Torah is an uber-wise book; Jews are and uber-wise people; and God is certainly an uber-wise God – why would He instruct us to maintain this old-fashioned tradition of handwritten Torah scrolls and no e-anything on Shabbat? Don’t Apple’s newest gadgets bear witness to a new-fashioned, progressive world? Why then, these strict, non-negotiable rules of written scrolls and tech-free, digitally unenhanced Shabbats?

4. Engraved and Written

The answer, I believe, is found in this week’s Torah portion which relates that:

Moses commanded the Levites, who carried the Ark of the Covenant of the Lord, saying: “Take this Torah scroll and place it alongside the Ark of the Covenant of the Lord, your God, and it will be there as a witness.” 

Before he died, Moses wrote a Torah scroll
 that he placed alongside the Ark of Covenant, which also contained the tablets. 
By-the-way: when I say tablets, I do not mean iPads, Surface screens, or Galaxy Notes. I mean the tablets of the Ten Commandments engraved in stone. The Ark was unequivocally devoid of any electronics.

The Talmud
 cites two opinions as to actual placement of the Torah scroll. One opinion holds that the scroll written by Moses was placed outside the Ark, on a shelf alongside it. The other opinion holds that the Torah scroll was placed inside the Ark, alongside the tablets.
Either way, according to all opinions, the Ark contained the tablets (the first broken set, and the second complete set), as well as a Torah scroll. The only debate is whether the scroll was inside the Ark or outside.

Why was it important to have both the tablets and a Torah scroll with the Ark? Why was one not enough? 
The difference between the tablets and a Torah scroll is that the words of the former are engraved, while the words of the latter are written. And the difference between engraved letters and written letters is that the former is part of the object it is written into, while the latter is an addition to the object it is written onto. The former is written into, while the latter is written onto.

Another practical difference between engraving and writing is that whereas the written letters may be erased without damaging the parchment upon which they are written, it is impossible to erase engraved lettering without compromising the stone or cracking the clay. 
To sum it up: Written letters are their own entity (ink) superimposed upon another entity (parchment or paper), while engraved letters are one and the same entity as the material upon which they are engraved, and are an inseparable part of that material.
5. The Purpose of the Ark 
Now, you might be thinking: What does all of this have to do with technology? And what does all of this teach us about our lives?

The answer lies in the Ark itself, its purpose and its goals – indeed, in the very purpose of existence itself.
When the Israelites were not traveling from place to place, the Ark was housed in the Holy of Holies. The Holy of Holies was a space in time that transcended space and time. The Holy of Holies existed in this physical plain, but it was of a higher spiritual source. The Holy of Holies was the deepest part of existence, transcending borders, yet also transforming the borders of a defined physical world into something divine.

The purpose of all of existence is to convey the core truth of heaven throughout the entire earth – which meant 1) having these core truths engraved in a pure place, and 2) to have these core truths written on the parchments of the often impure earth.

Thus, the Ark that lived in the Holy of Holies contained within it these two elements of transforming the world: 1) a divine ingrained core, represented by the letters engraved on the tablets, and 2) a physical expression of that core, symbolized by the written words of the Torah, ink upon parchment made of animal skin (an object clearly not holy).

Let me explain this in greater detail: 

The divine core is part and parcel of existence, not something added or acquired. The essence of the world, the soul of existence, is ingrained and innate to the world, and this is represented by the engraved tablets that pulsed in the Ark in the Holy of Holies.

But having an innate and engrained and engraved core is not enough. This core must also be expressed to the world at large, a world that is often more animalistic and skin-deep – like parchment made of animal skin – than it is a Holy of Holies. 
This is the reason for the Torah scroll. It allows us to write the core message of God onto the parchments of the world, and in this way add holiness and light to all the materials of existence.

Perhaps now we can understand why the Torah scroll will always remain handwritten, never an “e-scroll,” and why on Shabbat we Jews will always maintain our “old-fashioned” books, and our transcendence over electricity and technology.

6. Each of Us is an Ark
Just as there was once an Ark in the Holy of Holies of the Temple in Jerusalem, which contained both the engraved tablets and the written Torah scroll, so too today. Each of us is a temple. And each of our temples has a holy of holies. Our holy of holies is also home to an ark, and each of our arks contains the engraved tablets and the written Torah scroll.

We each have our internal soul tablets into which are engraved the words and truths of God. And we also have our handwritten Torah scrolls, the pure means to express our internal core truths out to the world.

The Torah is who we are. It is ingrained into our very souls, just like the letters are engraved into the tablets. You cannot remove them, though you may try to cover them in dust. They are there forever, for they are the words of God. Period.
But having a pure engraved core that transcends all is not enough; the core must also influence and transform the world. And this we do with our Torah scroll – the metaphorical as well as the literal Torah scroll, which allows us to express outward this ingrained and engraved idea to the sometimes antagonistic, animalistic, materialistic world. We must write the letters of the Torah upon everything and everyone we come in contact with – even upon what may seem to be akin to animal skin.
7. The Reason Why

Now we understand the reason why a Torah scroll – the one that we read every Shabbat and every holiday and every Monday and Thursday – will always be handwritten ink on parchment and never, ever a mere digital e-scroll.

The Torah scroll isn’t merely a book. The Torah scroll is who we are – it is us, and it expresses our purpose.

Can any virtual reality every replace who we are, however sophisticated and real it may be? Can a computer program ever replace the hug of a biological mother? Can a virtual chuppah ever replace a real bride and groom as they stand under a real canopy? Can digital love ever replace the feeling between a husband and wife? Of course not! 
Why? Because one is our essence and the other is but a virtual reality – albeit a highly realistic one. It is like that joke they tell: 
A mother is pushing her newborn baby in a stroller. “Oh my what a beautiful baby girl you have,” says a passerby. To which the mother responds: “That’s nothing. You should see her picture...”

The Torah is inherent truth and thus has to be handwritten by a scribe. The scribe isn’t merely writing ink on parchment; the scribe is taking the divine essence that is engraved into the tablets and that is inherent in us, and the scribe is writing it onto the world. For this reason, the scribe, the sofer, must be a refined and righteous individual, and he must take the greatest of care and have total concentration on the holy task at hand. The scribe isn’t writing simple words on paper; the scribe is writing the essence of the universe!

So tell me, how could a photocopy, a fax, an e-mail, an e-book, an e-scroll, or a digital version ever do such profundity justice?
8. The Problem with Digital Words

Digital words are great. They are ubiquitous. They are everywhere and then some. But the problem with digital words is that they are easily changed, deleted, backspaced, or forgotten. Do you remember that e-mail I sent you last week asking you for a million bucks to build our new library? Of course not. You get so many e-mails a day – why should you remember one lousy digital text from some rabbi?

But a handwritten scroll? Now that is power! That is unchanging! (If it does change, even one part of one letter, it is invalid, possul.) 

With the digital era, any letter can be written, rewritten, erased, and backspaced with no effort at all. But a Sefer Torah, tefillin, or mezuzah – these are eternal, representing not something outside of us but something ingrained and engraved within us – thus, they must always be handwritten, soul-made, lasting.

Reality and virtual reality – that’s the key difference. The more prevalent digitalization and mobility become, the more pronounced our core values must become. This is why Shabbat transcends electricity and always will – especially when digitalization becomes reality itself. For Shabbat and its holiness will always remind us of who we are at our engraved core and our essential being.

9. Car Crash (Optional)
A lawyer, a doctor, and a computer engineer are driving a car up a curvy, hilly road. The car speeds around a corner, slips, smashes through the highway barrier, flies down a cliff, and crashes head first into a stout tree.

By some miracle, the three survive.

The doctor immediately says: “We need to make sure that everyone is okay. Any bones broken?”

The lawyer says: “We need to find out who built that defective road and sue them for everything they’re worth!”

The engineer says: “Hold on, just wait a minute. Don’t jump to conclusions. What we really ought to do is push the car back up the hill and see if it crashes again.”

Technology is the process of bettering things any way possible -- often times through trial and error, through upgrading and refining, through making the same mistake over and over again, looking for that one glitch that is causing that mistake and then fixing it.

This is great for technology. But it is not so great for life. If you crash once and survive, you really do not want to crash again.

The things in life that are outside of our selves are refined over time and by experiment. But the core of who we are and the nucleus of our being is not subject to crashing, experimentation or upgrades. It is just perfect. Things like technology enhance our lives, but they shouldn’t be confused with our lives. 

Our lives are, essentially, our holy of holies and the arks contained within them. The letters and words of truth engraved into our very souls are who we are, and the written words of Torah combine to give us a blueprint of how to express these eternal truths outward.

Only when we follow their precepts can we meaningfully inform and inspire the technology (and other materials) of the outside world.

10. Same Difference (Conclusion)
Our question of why the Torah will always remain handwritten upon the parchments of our hearts, and why the tablets will always be engraved into the depths of our souls, can be answered by a staple of all Apple keynote events.

The keynotes open with a 2-3 minute animation,
 inspiringly brilliant and brilliantly done. The opening line of the animation is: “HERE’S TO THOSE WHO HAVE ALWAYS SEEN THINGS DIFFERENTLY.” And its closing line is: “DIFFERENT IS THE ONE THING ABOUT US THAT WILL ALWAYS BE THE SAME.”

The same could be said for the Jewish People.

We are difference-makers, who will always remain the same.

The Torah is our ingrained blueprint of how we can always make a difference. And the Torah will always be the same.

In conclusion, let me wish you a Shabbat Shalom and offer my blessings that you (and we all) may be engraved and handwritten – engraved and handwritten by God in the Book of Life!
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� Deut. 31:25-26.


� Moses actually wrote 13 Torah scrolls, one for each tribe and one for the ark – see Devarim Rabba, conclusion of ch. 9.


� Bava Batra 14a, quoted by Rashi ad loc.


� See Likkutei Sichot vol. 2, pp. 407-408.
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