bamidbar > Balak > Avenging Gilad, Naftali and Eyal > July 5, 2014
AVENGING GILAD, NAFTALI AND EYAL 
DON’T MESS WITH THE jEWS:

three reactions to EVIL
ABSTRACT

How do Jews avenge the spilling of innocent blood?

Jews today live in a time of unprecedented freedom. Pretty much anywhere in the world we are free to be Jewish, to live Jewishly, to act Jewishly, to think Jewishly. 
How is it possible that three of our own brothers should be kidnapped and murdered in our own Holy Land?! Who would imagine that in today’s day and age three young Jewish students could be abducted and killed for the simple reason that they were Jewish?

Only a true force of evil could do such a thing. An evil that emanates from such dark falsehood that it cannot stand the light and truthfulness of the Jewish Nation and its Promised Land.

There are three reactions to this type of darkness, that of Balaam, that of Job, and that of Jethro. The first encouraged the darkness; the second was silent; the third, when he saw the darkness, ran to the light.

This is not the first time in history that darkness has tried to curse the blessed light of the Jewish people. The darkness thinks that by cursing the light it can extinguish its flame; the enemies of Israel think that by cursing the Jewish people they can conquer the Nation of Israel.

It is not going to happen. “You shall not curse the people because they are blessed.” So says the Creator of the Universe. And who are we to disagree?
Let us avenge our three boys, Gilad, Naftali and Eyal, who were consumed by the dark forces, by doubling and tripling our acts of light. This is our ultimate revenge against our enemies: To celebrate our Jewishness and our Jewish pride, to not just survive but to grow and thrive, through increasing in our mitzvoth and acts of goodness, whose light will ultimately eradicate all darkness.
HONORING GILAD, NAFTALI AND EYAL 

DON’T MESS WITH THE jEWS:

three reactions to EVIL
1. A Prayer for our Fallen Brothers

Let us begin with a short prayer for our three young brothers, Gilad, Naftali and Eyal, whose innocent blood was spilled simply because they were Jewish.

Our hearts and tears go out to them and their grieving families. These boys are our boys and we weep for them and for their tragic and outrageous murders. We cry out to God: Why do you allow our enemies to slaughter our children?!

I would like to dedicate this sermon to Gilad, Naftali and Eyal – and sepak about how we Jews can avenge their blood. What we can and must do when we witness such an atrocity. 

2. I Need My Teeth (Joke)

Let me begin on a lighter note (since it is Shabbos after all).

When the air raid siren went off in Tel Aviv, Chana rushed down the stairs toward the basement of their apartment block. Isaac was much slower so she stopped and shouted back up the stairs, “Come on, Isaac! Get moving, will you? We have to get to the miklat, the bomb shelter!”

Isaac shouted down to her, “Wait a minute, Chana. I’m looking for my teeth.”

“Never mind your silly teeth, Isaac,” Chana shouted back. “What do you think they’ll drop on us, falafel and hummus?”

3. Light and Darkness

We do not like to tell it the way it is, because we do not like to get uncomfortable, but it has to be said. There are two forces in this world – there is the force of good, of light, of holiness, and there is the force of evil, of darkness, of profanity.

Darkness tries to destroy light. And it tries to do so, not by dropping falafel or hummus, but by trying to snuff out light with bombs and bullets and missiles. 

.

Darkness cannot stand light; the same way illness cannot stand a cure. And so, illness fights the cure tooth and nail, just as darkness fights the light tooth and nail, trying to turn out the light before the light can shine its candle on darkness’s hideous, monstrous face, illuminating all its wicked scars, ugly agendas, and its lies and fabrications.
This is what darkness does: It takes three innocent boys, on their way home from school for Shabbat, and it says that these boys of light are really the source of darkness.

No Jew on planet earth is a source of darkness. We believe in light, we perpetuate light, we teach light. But what should we do now that we have been placed in a dark neighborhood?

The People of Light, the People of Israel, are surrounded by enemies that kill their very own children wholesale. Just read the news…

We Jews don’t like to hear it because we Jews believe that every single human being is created in the image of God and how could anyone created in the image of God perpetuate such ungodly acts? Well, this is reality – there is light and there is darkness, and let us not confuse the two.

4. Time of Freedom
As Jews, we live right now in a time of unprecedented freedom. Pretty much anywhere in the world we are free to be Jewish, to live Jewishly, to act Jewishly, to think Jewishly. It is the quite literally the first time in history that Jews everywhere can stand up as proud Jews without having to dodge a bullet.

Everywhere, that is, except in the Holy Land of Israel. Irony of ironies, distortion of distortions, the Jewish Land, the natural habitat of every Jew, where every Jew is at home happens to also be the place where Jews are most viciously attacked for simply existing.

How is it possible, how is it fathomable, how is it feasible that on a regular day, three boys, three of our own brothers, should be kidnapped and brutally murdered in our own Holy Land?! It is inconceivable! Who would imagine that in today’s day and age – in a free world! – three young Jewish men could be abducted and killed for the simple reason that they are Jewish? And in the Jewish land no less!

That is one part of the tragedy. But there is another part of the tragedy that is, in some ways, worse. Such an event should cause the world to tremble, to turn over, to scream and yell. How can anyone that professes to stand up for freedom and what is right, ever sleep while this evil exists? But instead of condemning the darkness, the world tries to rationalize it away.

You know why they were kidnapped and murdered? Because they were settlers. Or because the Jews occupied a land not their own. Or because of the failed peace process, which is all Israel’s fault. 

If it weren’t so tragic, it would seem almost comical. The Jewish people are the only peaceful people in a part of the world that is rife with strife, with Muslims murdering Muslims – just take a look at Syria, Iraq, Egypt, Lebanon and now Jordan! But when three peaceful boys are kidnapped and murdered by monsters the world is oblivious.

This evil emanates from such dark falsehood that it cannot stand the light and truthfulness about the Nation of Israel and its Promised Land. 

Nowhere are the simple facts stated, so let me tell you: There are two types of people in the world, those that perpetuate light and those that perpetuate darkness. That’s it. Those that would abduct and kill three young men are darkness. It is plain and simple.

This isn’t a game of politics; this isn’t a subject of debate; this isn’t the realm of pundits; this is life and death.

It is a sad world indeed that does not acknowledge what is right and what is wrong, what is good and what is evil, what is light and what is dark. This is why we Jews exist – to be “a light unto the nations,” to light up the world and turn all darkness into light.

Darkness cannot stand the fact that Jews are light, so darkness tries to snuff our light. But, listen here darkness, it ain’t gonna happen! You can kill and maim some of us, but you will never vanquish us all.
This is not the first time in history that the Jewish people have been attacked. People have tried to annihilate us way before Muhammad’s grandparents even met; nations and so-called “liberation organizations” have tried to destroy us thousands of years before Hamas was invented.

So, to our enemies we say: There is nothing you can do that will extinguish the light of the Jewish people. And if you try to destroy us, you will perish.

This isn’t a threat. This is what the Creator of the Universe promises. And He promises it in this week’s Torah reading.

5. Balak and Balaam

This week’s Torah reading documents that, the very thing the enemies of Israel are trying to do today, the enemies of Israel tried to do more than three thousand years ago.
It describes a plan to annihilate the Nation of Israel by Balak, the king of Moab. In this endeavor, Balak solicited Balaam, a non-Jewish prophet and sorcerer, to curse the Jewish people.

As Balaam attempted to do so, God told him clearly: “You shall not curse the people because they are blessed.”
 This, of course, reminds us of God’s promise to Abraham: “And I will bless those who bless you, and the one who curses you I will curse, and all the families of the earth shall be blessed through you.” 

Try as he might to curse the Jewish people, Balaam blessed them instead. And he concluded with a prophecy for the End-of-Days, describing how Israel shall rise up and all of Israel’s enemies shall be obliterated.

6. The Kenite
In his End-of-Days prophecy, Balaam named the corrupt evil nations – such as Amalek, Israel’s archenemy – and then he mentioned the Kenite people, who were Amalek’s neighbors, in a different context. Speaking of the Kenite, he said: “How firm is your dwelling place, and your nest is set in a cliff.” 

The Kenites were the descendents of Jethro, Moses’ father-in-law.
 As opposed to Amalek and its demise, Balaam’s prophecy with regard to the Kenite people was very positive. 

And the Talmud relates
 that when he prophesied about the Kenite, Balaam was shocked and awed that Jethro and his descendants were placed “among the strong ones of the world”:
Balaam said to Jethro, “You Kenite, were you not with us in that scheme? Who then placed you among the strong ones of the world!” And that is what Rav Chiya ben Abba said in Rav Simai’s name: Three were involved in that scheme, Balaam, Job and Jethro. Balaam, who advised it, was slain; Job, who was silent, was punished through suffering; and Jethro, who fled – his descendants were privileged to sit in the Chamber of Hewn Stones (the Chamber of the Sanhedrin), as it is written, And the families of the scribes who dwell at Jabez – the Tirathites, the Shemeathites, and Suchathites – these are the Kenites that came of Hemath, the father of the house of Rechab.
 And elsewhere it is written, And the children of the Kenite, Moses’ father-in-law, went up out of the city of palm trees…

The Talmud states that Balaam was shocked that Jethro was now among the strong ones of the world – the Jews. Why was he shocked? Because Jethro was part of a scheme that he, Balaam and Job participated in.

What is this scheme Balaam is referring to? And why can Balaam not believe that Jethro’s descendants would be among the strong of the world, and would have firm and strong dwellings among Israel? Indeed Jethro’s grandchildren were counted among those that would sit in the Chamber of the Hawn Stones, where the Sanhedrin would convene!

7. Three Advisors to Pharaoh
The scheme he is referring to took place back in Egypt, when the first dark force of evil that tried to snuff out the Jewish light was doing its conniving.

When Pharaoh set out to kidnap the Jewish people into slavery, he said: “Get ready, let us deal shrewdly with them, lest they increase, and a war befall us, and they join our enemies and depart from the land.” 

Pharaoh sees the Jewish people proliferating in his land and feels threatened by them; darkness sees light and feels threatened by it. So what does Pharaoh do? He summons his top three aides, his top advisors to consult with them how to deal with this Jewish problem: Should we remove this light forever from our midst? Should we get rid of these Hebrews once and for all?

Who were these three advisors that Pharaoh called in to consult on the Jewish problem and extermination of the people of Israel? They were, as the Talmud states: Balaam, Job and Jethro.

And each one of them had a different reaction to Pharaoh’s planned annihilation of the Jewish people – Balaam encouraged it; Job was silent; and Jethro fled Pharaoh’s hall never to return.

Balaam, who encouraged the destruction of Israel, was slain. Job, who was silent in the face of such evil, was to become synonymous with suffering itself. Jethro, at the risk of his own life, fled the darkness that was Egypt.

This is why Jethro merited that his progeny would be Jewish and a family of scholars and members of the Sanhedrin, the most supreme of all Supreme Courts.

8. Three Reactions to Evil

There are three kinds of reactions the world can have to the evil of the kidnapping and murder of three young men. And the Talmud lays them out – the world can either encourage it as did Balaam; the world can remain silent as did Job; or the world can shun such darkness, denounce it, and run from it like the plague.

The result of each is clear. This is the eternal truth that Jethro knew and embraced and which Balaam and Job did not: “You shall not curse the people because they are blessed.” When Jethro realized you couldn’t beat the Jews, he joined them. Literally. When Jethro realized that light could never be beaten, he fled the dark and joined the light.

Balaam advised and encouraged the darkness of Pharaoh to try and extinguish the light of the Jews. The consequences of Balaam’s choices were very real: Balaam was slain. If you join with darkness, you become darkness, and darkness is death.

At least Balaam was honest and chose a side. Job sat on the fence. When faced with the realities of darkness and evil, Job was silent. The consequences of ambiguity when it comes to cancerous poisons and toxic venom, is suffering, torment, a conflicting relativism and immorality that is neither here nor there.

9. As Jews Go, So Goes the World
“And I will bless those who bless you, and the one who curses you I will curse, and all the families of the earth shall be blessed through you.” 

The world should realize that when three Jewish boys are kidnapped, the world’s future light is kidnapped as well. The world should understand that as the Jews go, so goes the world. When the Jews prosper, the world prospers; when the Jews suffer, the world suffers. History is proof enough and so is the present.

If not for the selfless sake of what is right and what is wrong, the world should react to these horrors for its own selfish sake. If the Jew is persecuted, ultimately the world will be persecuted. Evil is evil and darkness is darkness. Historically, the Jews have been like the miner’s canary – a canary sent down into coal mines to test if the air is toxic. If the canary dies, you better run.

When the toxicity of darkness strikes it strikes first at the Jew. But the Jew is not the last. Once a crime has been perpetrated against one people, it begins to spread like a cancer attacking all people. Israel and its people are the frontline, the vanguard of the world. But history is witness that once Jews are attacked, rest assured that the evil will go after everyone.

An attack on the People of the Book is an attack on all holiness; an attack on the “light unto the nations,” is an attack on all nations; three Jewish boys kidnapped in the heartland of Israel is the kidnapping of all our hearts and lands.

Rationalizing evil is rationalizing cancer – today it poisons one limb, tomorrow it poisons the whole body. You don’t rationalize, attempt to negotiate with, appease, ignore, or politicize evil, just as you don’t rationalize, attempt to negotiate with, appease, ignore, or politicize cancer. You eradicate it, you remove it, you uproot it. You call cancer by its name, and you remove it from the body. That is, if you want to be healthy. If you do not want to be healthy, well that is the greatest illness of all.

As much as we hate this fact, there is illness in the world, there is darkness in the world. The question is how do we react to this darkness? Do we encourage this darkness? Are we silent in the face of this darkness? Or do we run from this darkness and join with the light?

There are three types of people in the world – those that light candles, those that snuff them out and those that remain “undecided.” The former should be emulated and celebrated; the latter should be decimated and eradicated.

If people desire to be dark, then let them be dark in their own homes. Do not bring your darkness into my light. If you do, I will turn up my light until you cannot stand it.

10. Three Reactions To Global Events

I believe that these three reactions to evil – encouragement, silence, or flight – could be applied to any decision-making process in any volatile situation today. 

Take the world during the times of World War II. All agreed that Germany was dark, evil, wicked, and would harm the world. There were three options to dealing with Germany – be silent in the face of evil, encourage the evil, or distance yourself from the evil and move to the light.

Take Syria today. Or Iran. Or Iraq. Or Ukraine. Or anywhere where there is a menacing force in action. There are three options: either encourage the menace and reap the consequences, be silent and suffer later, or refuse to enable the evil in any way – which may mean standing up to the menace and fighting it until it is gone.

Because we do not live in a black-and-white world, the hard part, obviously, is determining what is good and what is evil. But, according to all moral human beings, murder is evil. So, when faced with murder, do we encourage it, are we silent, or do we stand up against it?

11. Three Reactions In Our Own Lives

Perhaps this would be more relevant and practical if the situation presented itself in our personal lives.

Say someone embarrasses a colleague of yours at work one day. It’s not just a playful joke, but an act that causes real hurt and shame. How would you react? There are three options: You can join in with the bully. You can be silent, say “it’s none of my business” and allow your worker to shrivel up. Or you can distance yourself from the bully and stand with the person being embarrassed.

In every such situation in life, where there is a clear fork in the road – this way is dark and wrong, this way is light and right – we have to make our mature adult choices. And the results of our choices are everlasting, affecting us fundamentally even more than the third party involved.

If we are all honest with ourselves, we know exactly how we feel when we make a decision. If we side with and encourage negative things, we feel terrible. If we are silent, then we suffer inside and seem to be trapped in our own indecision. But when we stand up for what is right, we are proud and empowered.

The choice is in our hands.

12. Conclusion: The Challenge
When faced with challenge – as we are now faced with the murder of the three students – our approach must always be to increase in goodness and spreading light. 
The way Jews have always exacted revenge against our enemies was not through “eye for an eye.” Our ultimate revenge has always been through increasing in good in direct proportion to the evil around us: The greater the darkness the more light we created. “The more they were oppressed, the more they multiplied.”
 
There are many ways, but one way which may be the most appropriate in these circumstances is to commit to 10 (additional) minutes of daily Torah study. The three boys were yeshiva students, now they have been cut down and their studies interrupted. Let’s continue for them. This is one way we can bring more light to the world.
Just as the evil that attacks Jews spills over to all others, so too when we Jews increase in goodness and kindness, in light and illumination, eradicating all darkness and venom, the world too will follow and learn to increase in goodness and kindness, in light and illumination, eradicating all darkness and venom.

Today, in the era of unprecedented freedom, we sometimes forget what is what. But when it comes to evil, to cursing the Jewish people, to trying to attack Israel and the Holy Land, there can be no ambiguity. 
Today, we Jews must take the lead to show the world what is good and what is evil. We have to make our light shine brighter than ever before so that it obliterates all darkness. 
Let us avenge our three boys, Gilad, Naftali and Eyal, who were consumed by the dark forces, by doubling and tripling our acts of light. This is our ultimate revenge against our enemies: To celebrate our Jewishness and our Jewish pride, to not just survive but to grow and thrive, through increasing in our mitzvoth and acts of goodness, whose light will ultimately eradicate all darkness.
We Jews must stand illuminated in the face of evil. We must show the world what Jethro showed Pharaoh – it isn’t healthy to mess with the Jewish people; and neither is it healthy to remain silent when someone harms the Jewish people.

Eyal, Gilad, and Naftali, you are of the blessed people – and the blessed people can never, ever be cursed. You died a Kiddush Hashem and the Nation of Israel mourns you.
May this be the last Jewish child whose murder we mourn. May God truly fulfill His Divine promise on this Shabbat. May God remove all darkness form the face of this earth and may His people of light shine true, free and bright. And let us say: Amen! 

Shabbat Shalom!
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